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Real-time procedural shading was once seen as a distant dream. When the first version of 
this course was offered four years ago, real-time shading was possible, but only with one- 
of-a-kind hardware or by combining the effects of tens to hundreds of rendering passes. 
Today, almost every new computer comes with graphics hardware capable of interactively 
executing shaders of thousands to tens of thousands of instructions. This course has been 
redesigned to address today's real-time shading capabili ... 
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The graphics processor (GPU) on today's commodity video cards has evolved into an 
extremely powerful and flexible processor. The latest graphics architectures provide 
tremendous memory bandwidth and computational horsepower, with fully programmable 
vertex and pixel processing units that support vector operations up to full IEEE floating 
point precision. High level languages have emerged for graphics hardware, making this 
computational power accessible. Architecturally, GPUs are highly parallel s ... 
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